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J9r. Cask's Observations w Smyrna Wheat, $11% 

XX. Obfervations on the Culture of Smyrna Wheat. In q 
Letter from Benjamin Gale-, F. A. A. Member of the 
Philofophkal Society at Philadelphia, and Fellow of the Royal 
Society in London, to his Excellency James Bowdoin, 
L.L.D. PrefA.A. 

RUMngfiuoorth, 25th Auguit* 1783.1 
S.IR, 

I SEND yom a few heads of the true Smyrna wheat, a-ipeeies 
of that grain^ wMefr <E apprehend k the' Beff adapted for the 
horfe-keeping, ; fi«fbarich?y; telfeving it? will anfwer for tillage 
equal to out Indian corru Bbv Elliot made various attempts to 
procure it, without fucceeding^ This happenetobe much bias- 
ed, owing partly to the feafon, and in part to being late fowed, viz. 
late in September, after the rains came on, at the end of a long 
drought ; and being fowed in my garden, contiguous to fome 
barberry-bufhes ; to all whichj by leaving open my gate, my 
fheep got in during the winter,, the ground not being covered 
with fnow, ate it off even with the ground.^— But am of the 
©pinion, from the ftrengtb oi tibe^aJJc, a fpecimen of which 
I alfo fend you, a part o# ffiefeqend' joint, diverted of the leaf 
which covers it,, and alfo jfis upper joint which fupports the 
ear, which is folidi it appears^etter able to fupport the heads, 
and will not be fubjecl: to a rupture of the veffels, which is 
often the cafe in a blafting feafon y and from its being about ten 
days earlier than common wheat, puts it frill further more out 
of the danger of the blaft. Thofe ears which have but one 
head, I apprehend, from the fimilarity of the leaf and flalk, are 
of the fame fpecies with thofe which have more heads : one of 
which has four ears of a fide, fpringing out of the main 
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ear, which I apprehend owing to having more room, more 
culture, and, perhaps, the earth, contiguous to the roots, richer. 
The method of culture, if you are not acquainted with Tiili's 
tillage, is, to make a fmall ridge, in form of a bed for peas, on 
which make two rows, at about ten inches diftant, and the feeds 
planted at about half ah inch diftance in the rows, which muft 
be. hoed, and kept clean from grafs or weeds. Should you not 
have a curiofity yourfelf, in this way, you may perhaps oblige 
ibme of your friends, who may be in the fecming way. It 
.would be w«ll to put the feed into the ground, ioon. 

I have the honour to be> ! Sir, &q; ?..:'. -i r> jh 

. ; BENJAMIN GALE. 

^Honourable James Bowdoin, Efquire. » 
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